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This project began as a dissertation at the University of Chicago, and I had a stellar committee. John W. Boyer, my dissertation chair, offered an inspiring model of a scholar/teacher/administrator, always making time for me amid his myriad other responsibilities. Michael Geyer and Leora Auslander were incredible dissertation committee members and attentive readers. As a whole and as individuals, this committee constantly gave advice that challenged and improved my scholarship on all levels. Words cannot fully express how grateful I am for such a wonderful dissertation committee.
Jay Winter, whose work has deeply influenced my own and many others in Great War studies, took an early interest in my project and has offered supportive feedback throughout the process. Michael Watson, Executive Publisher at Cambridge University Press, and the Press support staff worked with a combination of patience and efficiency that reflects the high standards of academic publishing. In particular, copy editor Tim West saved me from multiple stylistic and grammatical infelicities. Two anonymous referees for the Press offered incredibly helpful criticisms that vastly improved the draft. Among the numerous colleagues to whom I sent parts of the manuscript, Roger Chickering and Benjamin Ziemann offered particularly superlative feedback. I alone bear responsibility for any errors of fact or interpretation that remain.
The research for this project has been supported by grants and fellowships from the University of Chicago, the Fulbright Program, and the American Philosophical Society. Without the financial support of organizations like these, this book would not exist, and I am truly grateful. I also thank the Office of Career Advancement, and its Executive Director, Meredith Daw, for allowing me opportunities to complete the research and writing of the book. Conference participants at many venues offered disparate perspectives that improved my work. These forums included the American Historical Association, the National Endowment for the Humanities, the National World War I Museum (Kansas City, MO), the UK Armed Forces Chaplaincy Center, the German Studies Association, Internationales Forschungszentrum Kulturwissenschaften (Vienna), the Polish Academy of Sciences, New York University Kandersteg Seminar (Switzerland), and the University of Notre Dame (London Centre).
The journals Central European History and First World War Studies graciously allowed me to reprint earlier published materials. The flood of publications will only increase as the Great War centenary anniversaries continue. Looking backward 100 years since the assassination in Sarajevo, I have tried to incorporate material published through July 2014, when this manuscript went to press. As any scholar of the Great War knows, homefront and battlefront are inextricably linked. For my bookish battle, my family has provided love and support beyond measure, without which this project would not be possible; from the beginning, we were together "in the
